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          GMP #30 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s  
 
THROUGH:  Donal d J.  Al exander ,  Di r ect or   
  Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces 
 
FROM:  Bob Cust ar d,  R. E. H. S. ,  Pr oj ect  Manager  
  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 
SUBJECT:  Const r uct i on St andar ds f or  Exi st i ng Di schar gi ng Sewage 

Tr eat ment  Syst ems Now Comi ng Under  Gener al  Per mi t  
 
 Di schar gi ng sewage t r eat ment  syst ems ser vi ng si ngl e f ami l y 
homes whi ch wer e per mi t t ed and/ or  const r uct ed pr i or  t o adopt i on 
of  t he Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Regul at i ons f or  
Si ngl e Fami l y Dwel l i ngs wi l l  come under  t he aut hor i t y of  t he 
Di schar gi ng Regul at i ons when t hose syst ems ar e r egi st er ed under  
t he Depar t ment  of  Envi r onment al  Qual i t y ' s Gener al  Per mi t .   Many 
of  t hese syst ems,  i ncl udi ng t hose per mi t t ed under  Heal t h 
Depar t ment  LHS- 120 per mi t s,  t hose const r uct ed bef or e a per mi t  was 
r equi r ed,  and t hose per mi t t ed under  i ndi v i dual  VPDES per mi t s by 
t he Wat er  Cont r ol  Boar d,   l ack component s cur r ent l y r equi r ed by 
t he Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Regul at i ons f or  
Si ngl e Fami l y Homes.  
 
 Sect i on 1. 3 of  t he Di schar gi ng Regul at i ons gr andf at her s t he 
l ocat i on of  t hese di schar gi ng sewage t r eat ment  syst ems and wai ves 
t he r equi r ement s f or  mai nt enance and moni t or i ng cont r act s so l ong 
as t he pl ant  meet s t he ef f l uent  qual i t y st andar ds of  t he Gener al  
Per mi t .   However ,  § 1. 3 does not  wai ve t he const r uct i on 
r equi r ement s f ound i n t he Di schar gi ng Regul at i ons.  
 
 Some of  t hese ol der  syst ems l ack chl or i nat or s,  cont act  
chamber s,  dechl or i nat or s,  sampl i ng por t s,  and/ or  post - aer at i on 
devi ces.   Some of  t hese syst ems ar e not  oper at i ng pr oper l y and 
ar e not  meet i ng t he ef f l uent  qual i t y st andar ds of  t he Gener al  
Per mi t .  
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 When an exi st i ng di schar gi ng sewage t r eat ment  syst em i s 
r egi st er ed under  t he Gener al  Per mi t ,  and t her ef or e comes under  
t he aut hor i t y of  t he Heal t h Depar t ment ' s Di schar gi ng Regul at i ons,  
t he l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  shoul d eval uat e t he condi t i on of  t he 
syst em.   The l ocal  Heal t h Depar t ment  shoul d t hen r equi r e t hat  an 
appl i cat i on f or  a const r uct i on per mi t  t o r epai r  or  modi f y t he 
syst em be f i l ed i f  t he syst em i s consi st ent l y not  meet i ng t he  
ef f l uent  qual i t y st andar ds of  t he Gener al  Per mi t  or  i f  
s i gni f i cant  component s of  a pr oper l y const r uct ed t r eat ment   
syst em ar e mi ssi ng.   Pl ans and speci f i cat i ons shoul d be r equi r ed 
i f  t he r epai r s or  modi f i cat i ons ar e t echni cal l y compl ex or  
s i gni f i cant  i n scope.    When t he l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  i s 
sat i sf i ed t hat  t he  pr oposed r epai r s or  modi f i cat i ons wi l l  br i ng 
t he syst em i nt o compl i ance wi t h t he Gener al  Per mi t  and t he 
Di schar gi ng Regul at i ons,  a const r uct i on per mi t  shoul d be i ssued.  
 
 As a mi ni mum al l  syst ems shoul d i ncl ude a chl or i nat or ,  a 
cont act  chamber  of  adequat e s i ze wi t h a sampl i ng por t  or  ot her  
access f or  measur i ng chl or i ne r esi dual ,  a dechl or i nat or ,  and a 
sampl i ng por t  or  ot her  access poi nt  f r om whi ch a sampl e of  t he 
f i nal  ef f l uent  can be col l ect ed.   Al l  syst ems shoul d be i n good 
r epai r  and capabl e of  pr oduci ng an ef f l uent  whi ch meet s t he 
qual i t y st andar ds of  t he Gener al  Per mi t .   Sampl i ng por t s f or  
col l ect i ng sampl es of  mi xed l i quor  suspended sol i ds ( MLSS)  shoul d 
not  be r equi r ed unl ess t he syst em i s mal f unct i oni ng and 
measur ement  of  t he MLSS f r act i on i s an i mpor t ant  par t  of  
t r oubl eshoot i ng,  moni t or i ng,  and mai nt ai ni ng t he syst em.     
Exi st i ng syst ems l acki ng post - aer at i on shoul d not  be r equi r ed t o 
add post - aer at i on unl ess r epai r s or  modi f i cat i ons i n excess of   
f i f t y  per cent  ( 50%)  of  t he cost  of  t he syst em ar e necessar y.  
 
 Exi st i ng bur i ed sand f i l t er s whi ch ar e not  di schar gi ng ar e 
bei ng consi der ed by t he Di schar ge Task For ce and wi l l  be 
addr essed i n a f ut ur e GMP.   Unt i l  such t i me as t hat  GMP i s 
i ssued,  no act i on shoul d be t aken t o r equi r e r epl acement  of  
l eaki ng bur i ed sand f i l t er s whi ch do not  di schar ge wi t h l i ned 
sand f i l t er s i f  t he sand f i l t er  i s  ot her wi se f unct i oni ng 
pr oper l y.  
 
pc:   Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces St af f  
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